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Why not reflect on art as a benediction of life,
finding in it a redemption for our struggles, emotions, and imperfections?
Art can help us survive the hardest moments.
It grants us the power to act and the patience to wait,
the wisdom to accept and the optimism to rejoice.

The album “Benediction: Liszt and Brahms” brings together works by
Franz Liszt and Johannes Brahms, two towering figures in piano music.

ANASTASIYA EVSINA

Known for her lyrical and cohesive interpretations, Evsina's performances are
marked by a natural sense of musicality. Music critic Evelina Zdravkova praised her,
stating, “Evsina captivates the audience with impeccable skill and extraordinary
talent, exuding powerful music with grace.”
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LISZT & BRAHMS

IX. "Ricordanza"

X. "Appassionata”

Xl. "Harmonies du Soir"
Xll. "Chasse-neige"

JOHANNES BRAHMS: VARIATIONS ON THE
THEME BY ROBERT SCHUMANN, OP.9
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Theme. Ziemlich langsam
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1. L'istesso tempo
. Poco piu moto
. Tempo di tema
. Poco piu moto
. Allegro capriccioso
. Allegro
. Andante
. Andante (non troppo lento)
9. Schnell
10. Poco Adagio
11. Un poco piu animato
12. Allegretto, poco scherzando - Pr
13. Non troppo Presto
14. Andante
15. Poco Adagio -

16. Adagio ;H*{ 3

FRANZ LISZT
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Les Anneés de pélerinage Il, Italie, S.161: V. Sonetto 104 del Petrarca
Les Harmonies poétiques et religieuses, S. 173: n.3,
"Bénédiction de Dieu dans la solitude "

FRANZ LISZT: THE TRANSCENDENTAL ETUDES, S.1
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BENEDICTION: FROM THE
SHADES TO THE LIGHT

Art allows us to feel at the deepest and express at the
fullest. It is a blessing in itself. Let's admit it: we are no
longer truly alive when the soul dies, and the soul dies
where art ceases, even if the body still endures. | reflected
on this through the music of Liszt and Brahms and it felt like
a meditation on transcendence that leads to benediction.

The album “Benediction: Liszt and Brahms” brings together
works by Franz Liszt and Johannes Brahms, two towering
figures in piano music. Liszt, the ultimate virtuoso of his time,
perhaps of all time, attained fame comparable to that of a
modern rock star. Brahms, in contrast, preferred to focus on
composition, avoiding the limelight of virtuosity. Yet, in his
performances, he undeniably showcased his genius.

Liszt's Transcendental Etudes exhibit a vast emotional range,
blending the composer’s signature virtuosity with an
expressiveness akin to the vivacity of fireworks, showcasing
strength and vitality. Technically groundbreaking for their
time, these études remain foundational in the virtuoso solo
piano repertoire. This album selects the most contrasting
études from the set, aiming to reveal not just opposing
emotions but the subtle transitions between them: the
nostalgic melancholy of Ricordanza, the restless disquietude of
Appassionato, radiant calm of Harmonie du soir and the
desolate despair of Chasse-neige.

Brahms’ Variations on a Theme by Schumann, Op. 9, immerses
the listener in a world strikingly different from Liszt’s. Based
on the "Clara's theme" from Robert Schumann’s Bunte Blatter,
Op. 99, the piece is especially poignant. Brahms, deeply in
love with Clara Schumann, dedicated the variations both as an
homage to Robert’s mentorship and as a deeply personal
offering to Clara. The theme is introspective and haunting;
Brahms transforms it into 16 variations that explore a wide
range of feelings: simplicity, melancholy, exuberance,
rebellion, before settling into a serene, almost prayerful
conclusion. This progression from darkness to light parallels
the notion of a blessing as a restorative force. Brahms once
wrote: “Music is a language that speaks where words fail. It is
a benediction to the soul.”




ANASTASIYA EVSINA

Anastasiya Evsina has distinguished herself in the
world of classical piano, performing on prestigious
stages including the Tokyo Opera City Recital Hall,
Minato Mirai Recital Hall in Yokohama, the National
Palace of Culture in Sofia, Paderewski Hall in
Lausanne, and Rachmaninov Hall at the Tchaikovsky
Conservatory in Moscow. Now residing in Brazil, she
has performed at iconic venues such as the National
Theater in Brasilia, the Sao Paulo Cultural Center,
the Eva Klabin Foundation in Rio de Janeiro, and
Casa de OSPA in Porto Alegre.

Her repertoire spans a wide range of periods and
styles, with a particular passion for lesser-known
compositions by Feinberg and Medtner. Her deep love
for chamber music has resulted in numerous
collaborations, enriching her already broad repertoire.

Recognized for her talent, Evsina has won accolades in
competitions in Russia and showcased her artistry on
Bulgaria's TV1. In Brazil, she continues to perform solo
recitals and has appeared as a guest soloist with the
Claudio Santoro National Theater Symphony
Orchestra and the Symphony Orchestra of Porto
Alegre. Her performances have been featured on
Senate TV, and she has contributed to academia by
offering master classes at the University of Brasilia and
serving as a jury member in piano competitions.

Known for her lyrical and cohesive interpretations,
Evsina's performances are marked by a natural sense
of musicality. Music critic Evelina Zdravkova praised
her, stating, “Evsina captivates the audience with
impeccable skill and extraordinary talent, exuding
powerful music with grace.” On her performance of
Rachmaninov’s Sonata No. 1, Zdravkova remarked,
“She lifted the spirit with originality, dynamism, and
overwhelming expressiveness.”




CREDITS

Recorded in July 2023, using a Fazioli 212, at a
private hall in Brasilia, Brazil

Recording and editing: Emanuel Camarao Costa
Mixing and Mastering: Edgardo Vertanessian

Photo: Svetlana Pavlova
Cover design: Andrew Vlasov and Tatyana Vlasova
Booklet design: Jeremy Smedes
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